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This  loading  chute  was  designed  by  an  Extension  agri- 
cultural engineer  at  West  Virginia  State  University  and 
accepted  by  the  Northeast  Regional  Plan  Exchange  for 
national  distribution. 

The  three-tier  loading  chute  is  for  a  permanent  animal- 
handling  facility  and  must  be  located  where  it  will  be 
accessible  to  large  trucks  and  trailers. 

Bruising  causes  large  losses  of  animals.  Two-thirds  of 
the  bruises  are  caused  by  crowding,  rushing,  or  bumping, 
much  of  which  occurs  when  the  animals  are  loaded  and 
unloaded.  Nothing  causes  them  to  balk  more  than  a  shaky 
chute  or  ramp.  Thus,  a  sturdy  loading  ramp,  such  as  this 
one,  insures  quieter,  safer  animal  handling  during  load- 
ing and  unloading. 

The  sides,  faced  on  the  inside  with  2-inch  boards,  are 
fixed  to  allow  a  35-inch  passageway.  The  cleated  ramp 
is  counterbalanced  and  can  be  adjusted  to  rest  on  a  1  -inch 
pipe  at  heights  ranging  from  6  to  42  inches.  The  walls 


forming  the  base  of  the  ramp  are  made  of  concrete.  The 
floor  is  also  made  of  concrete,  cast  over  a  compacted  earth- 
fill.  The  part  of  the  floor  that  will  be  used  by  the  animals 
is  given  a  roughened  surface  finish  to  prevent  them  from 
slipping. 

All  wood  should  be  pressure  treated.  The  second-tier 
boardwalk  may  be  lifted  to  provide  more  clearance  at  the 
first-tier  entrance.  Cleated  manwalk  on  side  of  chute  may 
be  added. 


Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  Extension 
agricultural  engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small 
eharge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward  your  request 
to  the  correct  university. 
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